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Excitement in Learning Science
What is more exciting than a children’s science fair?  
It’s fascinating to see the displays and listen to why they 
chose their topics and how it relates to the community and 

world. Among the entries at Masera Learning Center 
(MLC) in West Islip were “Renewable Energy,” “Parts 
of a Plant,” and “The Earth.” Recently, MLC parents 
attended an awards ceremony for the participating 
science students.

MLC has a tradition of hosting annual science 
explorations with grade level projects aligned to the 

Science 21 curriculum, an integrated K-6 program 
designed by teachers for teachers. “MLC moved 

from school-based to home-based projects,” 
explained Assistant Principal Nicole 
Drinkwater. “We were very pleased to host such a large number of parents at the awards 
reception.” Each participant received a ribbon and certificate. The event concluded with 

refreshments provided by the PTO.
Kyle B. of the Patchogue-Medford UFSD (left) shows surprise upon being highlighted. With Kyle is Principal Margo Ude.

The staff at the Suffolk Aviation Academy 
(SAA), in coordination with the Work-Based 
Learning Program, arranged for second-year 
high school seniors from the Pre-Professional 
Pilot Program to attend a worksite tour of the 
Suffolk County Police Department’s Aviation 
Command Center at Long Island MacArthur 
Airport. Officer Frank Lombardi provided a 
presentation for students about an aviation 

career in law enforcement, reported Program 
Administrator Joseph Delgado. Students 
observed a demonstration on the features 
and capabilities of the department’s $7 
million rescue helicopter. Officer Lombardi 
answered many questions from the students 
regarding its use in fighting crime and for 
search and rescue.

Aviation Students Visit SCPD Aviation 
Command Center

Showing off his science project to the audience 
attending the MLC Science Fair is Kevin T. of the 
Brentwood UFSD.
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The New York State United Teachers (NYSUT) organization set 
aside a day to recognize School Related Professionals (SRP) as a 
way of expressing appreciation to them.  Executive Vice President 
Andy Pallotta stated, “Please know that (we) realize you are the 
true backbone of the schools in which you work.”
At the Premm Learning Center (PLC) in Oakdale, Principal Carolynn 
Hansen gave the SRPs individual thank you notes that read in part, 
“Thank you for your professional commitment to our students and 
staff at Premm. Not only are you committed to educate, you are 
committed to excellence.”

Veteran’s Day is set aside to honor and thank military personnel who 
served their country in war. It is a bittersweet day for veterans and families 
who have lost a child in a war. Veterans from previous wars are often 
a source of comfort and camaraderie to those families. That scenario 
was played out in the Auto Technology Class at H. B. Ward Career and 
Technical Center (WCTC) in Riverhead, where a group of students, 
their instructor, and representatives from Ohio Technical College have 
repaired and airbrushed a memorial to Lance Corporal Jordan Haerter 
on the exterior surfaces of a 1953 Dodge M37 Power Wagon that was 
purchased by his father, Christian Haerter.
Auto Tech teacher Mike O’Hara explained, “Almost every student has 
had a hand in making repairs to the Power Wagon. We repaired all the 
electrical wiring, replaced a seal in the rear differential, did exhaust work, 
replaced the tires, made a few other modifications and repairs, and went 
over it from top to bottom.”

Students Christopher V. of the Sachem CSD, and Katlin A. of the Middle Country 
CSD hold a sign that was on display until November. With them are (l to r) Food 
Service Provider Mary Reilly, Assistant Principal Bobbi Kempf, teacher aides 
Karen Brown and Angela DelMastro, Principal Carolynn Hansen, school bus 
driver and teacher aide Fran Przybylo, school bus monitor Domenica MacFall, 
school nurse Marie Sidden, teacher assistant Ray Patuano, and school custodian 
Bill Wood.

In WCTC’s Automotive Technology class Christian Haerter watches Richard Markham 
airbrush a photo of Mr. Haerter’s son, Lance Cpl. Jordan Haerter, on the hood of an old 
military vehicle.

School Related Professionals Honored

Veteran’s Day Honors Heroes

Cody Rodriquez, a senior in the Sayville UFSD who is in his second year 
of Aviation/Professional Pilot Training at the Suffolk Aviation Academy 
(SAA) at Brookhaven Calabro Airport in Shirley, has been presented with 
three epaulets of accomplishment displaying his rank.
Cody has passed the Federal Aviation Administration’s (FAA) Private 
Pilot written exam (one stripe), the FAA Flight Medical (two stripes), and 
has soloed recently, receiving three stripes for reaching the milestone.  
That day, he became a pilot.  “Cody is the 17th student to solo this year 
out of 31,” reported Ground School Training teacher Louis Ballester.
In this course, Cody studied aerodynamics, navigation, meteorology, 
aviation physiology, airplane performance, and air traffic control 
procedures.  Graduates from the course have advanced college standing 
and educational opportunities to acquire a Bachelor of Science degree 
in Aeronautics, Aeronautics Professional Pilot or Aviation Management.
Many of the Aviation graduates have gone on to become aircraft 
dispatchers, air traffic controllers, and ground and flight operators, in 
addition to pilots.

Cody’s future includes attending an aviation college to become a 
commercial airline pilot.

Aviation Student Pinned for Solo Flight

Sayville UFSD’s Cody Rodriquez (r) receives his three epaulets and congratulations from 
Aviation teacher Louis Ballester.
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One School Helps Another for Thanksgiving
The roasted turkeys at the Premm Learning Center (PLC) 
Thanksgiving Feast that drew raves from children and adults 
alike were cooked by the Islip Career Center (ICC) Culinary 
Arts students. Golden brown, juicy, and tasty, the birds made 
for a delicious holiday celebration that included students and 
administrators from other buildings.
Volunteers - including parents, grandparents, and retirees - 
handled the slicing and serving tasks, while employees made 
the side dishes and desserts. Table decorations included paper 
turkeys colored by the children, some of whom were suitably 
adorned for the occasion.
ICC Chef Michael Frankson commented later, “We always 
appreciate opportunities that give a realistic, job-like feel to our 
program, and this atmosphere is what our students will experience 
on the job.” ICC Principal Peter Lepore added, “This was a great 
opportunity for our culinary students to share their delicious skills 
with students and staff in another program.”

Serving students are 
volunteer retirees 
L inda Heikk i la , 
Barbara Klugewicz, 
Kathy McNeill, and 
Mary Lou Lawrence.

Dressed as little Indians are 
Tyler G. of the Bay Shore 
UFSD, and Michael M. of 
the Central Islip UFSD. 
Sharing their Thanksgiving 
celebration is teacher aide 
Veronica DiCaterino.

Chef Mike Frankson, an Introduction to Baking instructor at the Islip Career Center (ICC), challenged 
his students to participate in a cake contest. They had the opportunity to be creative and use their 
classroom-learned skills to wow a panel of judges and win a certificate and a meal prepared by 
students in the ESBOCES Food Preparation program under the direction of Chef Barry Rosenthal.
Students had to work as a team. They chose a cake theme, shopped for ingredients, and worked 
together on every facet of the project. Paraeducator Geri Depersio said, “Several times the  
students were ready to give up, but with encouragement they stuck it out and all six teams stayed 
in it to win.”
Judges included Principal Pete Lepore, Assistant Principal Les Eliowitz, several members of the 
office staff, and fellow students. They had the arduous task of tasting all six cakes - sometimes 
twice - just to be sure. Included were an Oreo cookie cake, one adorned with gummy bears and 
M&M’s, a chocolate NY football themed M&M cake, an American flag cake, a strawberry and M&M 
cake, and a candy bar cake.
Everyone was a winner for participating in the contest. Their designs were unique and creative. 
Alas, there could be only one top winner and that award went to Jose B., Sachem CSD, and 
Charles P., Brentwood UFSD. Their candy bar cake tasted as good as it looked.

Cake Tasting - A Hard Job but Someone Had to Do it

Winners Jose B., Sachem CSD East, and Charles P., 
Brentwood UFSD, made the winning candy bar cake.

A Presentation at NYIT for Future Nurses
Teacher coordinator and registered nurse Marie N. Stevens of the Eastern 
Suffolk School of Practical Nursing recently provided a presentation at 
the New York Institute of Technology (NYIT) campus in Central Islip. She 
met with literacy students from Challenger Hall at NYIT and the Bellport 
Technical Center to highlight the Adult Education courses available to them 
upon completion of their literacy program.
The students were also provided a tour of Kennedy Hall at NYIT by Debra 
Epilone, visiting the Adult Education Licensed Practical Nursing Program. 
“The students seemed very excited at the prospect of continuing their 
education at ESBOCES,” reported Ms. Stevens. Students attend a meeting at the NYIT facilities.
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On December 22, Islip Academic Center (IAC) students visited the 
Premm Learning Center (PLC) to deliver holiday cheer. 
The IAC students read and signed in American Sign Language the 
book, “The Giving Tree,” and signed and sang a holiday song. In the 
spirit of giving, the IAC students wrapped over 100 small gifts to present 
to each of the PLC youngsters.
“It was a beautiful exchange as the students interacted and gave out 
the gifts,” said IAC Assistant Principal Susan Gargan.
“The compassion and interest on the part of all staff and students 
moved many to tears and the day was a rewarding experience for all. 
The day went so well, we plan to work together in future community 
service projects,” reported Ms. Gargan.

Holiday Cheer in Sign Language

IAC’s Marissa M. of the Patchogue-Medford UFSD presents gifts.

Holiday Float Wins First Place
Popular opinion is that the two things 
the public loves to see in a parade 
are musical bands and colorful floats, 
which is why the Mastic Shirley 
Chamber of Commerce Holiday 
Parade was a hit.
Winning a first place award was an 
ESBOCES float, a combined effort 
of students, teachers, and Pallets 
R Us, Inc. of Bellport. “Art, Design, 
and Visual Communications program 
student Niko DeBono created a 
blueprint to demonstrate the business 
and education partnership, while 
infusing the holiday theme,” said 
Career, Technical and Adult Education 
Divisional Administrator Barbara Egloff. 
More than 40 students enrolled in the 
communications and trade clusters in 
four ESBOCES schools came together 
to utilize the skills they have learned, 
turning Niko’s design into reality.

During November, students 
made templates of a 
wooden forklift, designed 
hol iday dresses for 
mannequins, wrote original 
holiday music, synchronized 
music to holiday lights and 
developed a slideshow.  
Then they posed for a photo.

The ESBOCES 
holiday float wins 
first prize.

Students from Chris Padrazo’s class at the Jefferson 
Academic Center (JAC) participated in a community 
service project while sharing the love of reading with 
preschoolers at the Noah’s Arc Day Care Center. The 
JAC students were eager to share some of their favorite 
stories from their own childhood. Among the readers was 
Robert F. of the Central Islip UFSD who read “Chicka-
Chicka-Boom-Boom,” “The ABC Book,” and “Snow.”

It’s Always the Season
for Reading

Central Islip’s Robert F. enjoyed 
reading “The ABC Book” to 
preschoolers.

“The love of reading – the 
foundation of all learning - was 
spread to the preschoolers 
who listened attentively and 
shared their own stories  
of snow, dancing, and 
friendship,” reported Principal 
Marc Foreman.
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Santa Visits a Pre-School
With eyes opened wide with anticipation, the students in 
the Islip Career Center (ICC) preschool – part of the Early 
Childhood Education program for high school juniors 
and seniors in training to become teachers – jumped 
up and down when Santa walked into their classroom. 
Invited by teacher Gini Wagner, Santa gave out treats, 
listened to holiday wishes, and posed for pictures.
The youngsters seemed mesmerized by Santa and his 
long white hair and beard as they asked him questions, 
including what Christmas presents he wanted.
Afterwards, Santa (aka Michael Trapani), a Sachem 
CSD student in the ICC Facilities Management class, 
commented he was very pleased to hear they had all 
been very good little boys and girls.

Pictured with Santa are 
Lilly Connolly of the Islip 
UFSD, Joshua Tritschler 
of the Sayville UFSD, Jack 
McNeill of the Bayport-
Blue Point UFSD, Lila 
Capra of the Longwood 
CSD, and Leo Mongiello of 
the Sayville UFSD.

When 3-year-old Lilly Connolly was asked what 
she wanted for Christmas, she replied, “Anything. 
Thank you.”

The carolers could be heard outside the Middle Island Adult 
Rehabilitation Center in Middle Island as visitors arrived. Thirty-five 
students from the Bellport Academic Center (BAC), located in the 

Eastport-South Manor Jr./Sr. High School, sang holiday favorites for 
the residents. Adding to the joyful experience were teacher Cathy 
Montilla’s customized extras that gave variety to the familiar selections.
“This is actually a big feat for us,” explained the popular teacher, 
“because we haven’t had the opportunity to rehearse all together due 
to the students’ various schedules.” Nevertheless, BAC Principal Fran 
Cenerelli commented, “Aren’t they wonderful?” as she joined in the 
well-deserved applause. 
The rehabilitation center’s Recreational Therapist Jeanine Kleis 
explained, “The residents love when the children come, and when they 
sing their songs, it brings back pleasant memories for them. Their eyes 
light up when we tell them the kids are coming to visit.” She added, 
“Please thank them all for us. This means a lot to everyone.”

BAC @ Eastport-South Manor Jr./Sr. HS singers entertain at the Middle Island Adult 
Rehabilitation Center.

Students Add to Center’s Holiday Spirit

It’s Always the Right Time to Give
Retired New York City police lieutenant and Eastern Suffolk BOCES teacher 
Claire Kessler and her Law Enforcement students at the Milliken Technical 
Center (MTC) in Oakdale have completed a holiday project of children 
helping children. “We delivered boxes of toys and $680 in gift certificates and 
money to the Stony Brook Foundation (also known as the Sunrise Fund),” 
said Ms. Kessler, “for children with cancer.” Among the company gift cards 
were Macy’s, T.J. Maxx, JCPenney, Baby Gap, and Barnes & Noble. Some 
were donated by other MTC staff members. 
Last year’s community service project, which Ms. Kessler includes in the 
curriculum annually, benefitted the Children’s Library at the Cohalan Court 
Complex in Central Islip. The class set up a Christmas tree in the Law 
Enforcement classroom and asked that people decorate it with winter gloves, 
mittens, hats, and scarves, which quickly became so full each branch held 
double and triple winter wear items.

Gathering toys before delivery to the Stony Brook Foundation are MTC 
Law Enforcement students  (left to right) DeAnna Glynn, Jessica Tefel, and 
Anthony Esposito of the Sachem CSD; Stephanie Bohlert of the Rocky Point 
UFSD; and Michael Liebold of the Sachem CSD.
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An anonymous adage goes something like this: Tell me and I listen. Let me 
do and I learn. It’s an oft-quoted saying used by law enforcement people who 
teach students interested in related careers. It was apropos recently when 
Sheriff Deputies Thomas Indence and Richard Baker visited the Edward J. 
Milliken Technical Center (MTC).
A jazzed-up go-kart caught the eye of every student in the Law Enforcement 
class scheduled to meet with the officers. It was on a makeshift road created 
with orange cones. Matt O’Connor of the East Islip UFSD was the first to try it.
The program, promoting educated driving, includes the go-kart driver wearing 
goggles that simulate vision while intoxicated. Deputy Indence offered an 
important piece of advice to the students, “If you get a DWI, you will never 
have a career in law enforcement.”
Matt exclaimed afterwards, “Wow. So this is what it’s like to drive while 
intoxicated. What an experience. I know I won’t ever drive drunk after this.”

Navigating Roads with Drunk Drivers

East Islip’s Matt O’Connor demonstrates maneuvering a vehicle while wearing goggles 
that provide intoxication perception.

Cody C. (behind the sign), of the Connetquot CSD, and Ben A, of the 
Brentwood UFSD, take the taste challenge. Ben said, “I am a Pepsi man.”

Kathleen Corrado’s Retail Store Services program at the Islip 
Career Center (ICC) conducted a taste test on October 28 
to determine if students could differentiate between Coca-
Cola and Pepsi. They made posters depicting Coca-Cola 
vs. Pepsi bottles to announce the challenge. Melissa M. of 
the Brentwood UFSD said, “Pepsi has a stronger taste and 
Coke has less of a strong taste. Pepsi has more carbonation 
than Coke.” April K. of the Three Village CSD said, “Coke  
is sweeter.”
The class took the taste challenge on the road by visiting other 
classes at ICC. Charley R. of the Brentwood UFSD explained 
the challenge to the Business and Office Technology class. 
The result: most students were able to recognize their favorite. 
Retail Store Services introduces students to all phases of the 
selling environment and prepares them to perform associated 
operations. The students operate an on-site school store 
applying the concepts presented in the classroom.

An Interesting Taste TestThe name of the go-to guy in the Suffolk County Sheriff’s Department is 
Officer Everett Oliver. He recently presented a PowerPoint synopsis on 
the work of the department to Law Enforcement classes at the Edward J. 
Milliken Technical Center (MTC). From the vehicles the officers use to the 
K9 Bureau, and the Corrections Department to the Sheriff’s Emergency 
Response Team (SERT), he addressed all questions asked.
Officer Oliver, assigned to the Corrections Department, had two 
purposes for his visit. First, to present a clear and accurate description 
of job responsibilities to the students who are considering working in the 
Sheriff’s Office as professionals, and second, to prepare the 50 Eastern 
Suffolk BOCES high school juniors and seniors for an upcoming field trip 
to the facility in Riverhead.
Law Enforcement teachers Claire Kessler, a retired New York Police 
Lieutenant, and Robert Schindler, retired from the Nassau County 
Police Department, invited the officer, who reported that the county 
has correctional facilities in Riverhead and Yaphank; provides service 
and enforcement of civil papers, evictions and warrants; and provides 
courthouse security and detention, to mention just a few of the duties.
“These sessions provide a good background on all aspects of law 
enforcement, including Park Rangers,” Ms. Kessler told a visitor. Among 
those interested in becoming a ranger is Middle County CSD senior 
Andrew Becker, who wants “a career outside. I’m an outdoorsman,” 
he commented. With him was fellow student DeAnna Glyn, a senior at 
Sachem CSD, who is planning to join the Coast Guard. She said the 
presentation “really opened up my eyes.”

Wearing their Law Enforcement jackets, MTC students listen to Officer Everett 
Oliver of the county Sheriff’s Department.

Learning All Aspects of Law Enforcement



Barber EXPO was a Cut Above

Do You Hear What I Hear?

When a visitor to the Barber EXPO, held at the 
Edward J. Milliken Center (MTC), entered the 
lobby, she was immediately caught up in the 
enthusiasm and the size of the crowd. “Wow,” she 
exclaimed. The unique, all-day event had, after 
all, drawn people from across Long Island and 
Upstate New York.
Professional barbers and companies provided 
master classes, exhibits, a trade show, a shopping 
experience, and a barber cutting competition. 
Vendors provided everything needed from the 
best tools to salon and spa insurance. Plus, Major 
League Barbers put on cutting demonstrations 
titled “The Greatest Show on Earth,” featuring 
artistry in design, free-style sculpturing, and the 
latest innovations and trends.
During the evening, the Barber Cutting Competition 
was held, won by Kurtis Seaton (third place) and 

Kevin Silanowski (second place) of the Patchogue-
Medford UFSD, and Marino Curra (first place) of 
the Connetquot CSD. “This competition was a life 
changing event for me,” Mr. Curra said afterwards.  
“You can never reach your dreams if you don’t do 
something about them.” He added, “(barbering 
teacher) Mr. Mahoney gives students the push 
needed to make the dreams become a reality.”
The three winners – all barbering students - will 
share the main stage at the International Beauty 
Show in New York City with Major League Barbers 
in April, 2012.
“The Barber EXPO brought together students, 
international educators, licensed professionals, 
and industry in one setting where all could share, 
learn, and experience the ideas, inspiration, and 
ideals of the profession,” stated Mr. Mahoney. “It 
was even better than we expected.”

On December 19, customers at Marshalls Department Store in Patchogue shopped while listening 
to holiday carols sung by Michael Wind, a senior at Shoreham-Wading River CSD, who is also a 
student in Kathleen Corrado’s Retail Store class at the Islip Career Center (ICC) in Oakdale. The 
students in the class participate in an internship at the store every week. As Michael serenaded 
the shoppers, Store Manager Karin Roberts said, “Look at the shoppers; they are all smiling.” 
Even employees were walking around with big smiles on their faces while some posed for pictures 
with the singer, who has performed at numerous Eastern Suffolk BOCES events. “This was a 
wonderful experience for the shoppers and the students as well,” explained Ms. Corrado. “As we 
left, bystanders complimented Michael who replied, “It’s what I do.”
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Gravlax, a fresh and delicate salt and sugar 
cured salmon treat, is served as an elegant 
appetizer. Created recently by Culinary Arts 
students at the Islip Career Center (ICC), the 
delicacy was circulated among participants 
at a demonstration provided by author, 
professor, and Culinary Institute of America 
(CIA) Chef Bruce Martel.
Displaying his preparation of Gravlax for 
the students, the demonstrative chef gained 
everyone’s rapt attention. He looked up and 
said, “This is a great group; they know their 
stuff.” He provided advice on how to become 
successful: “If you feel you want to go to CIA 
but are weak in math and English, sign up at 
a community college to develop those skills. 

And remember, it’s important to enjoy what you do in life,” the author of “Catering: 
A Guide to Managing a Successful Business Operation” counseled.

Professional Chef Bruce Martel (center) thanks ICC Chefs Michael Frankson 
(left) and Barry Rosenthal for the invitation to meet with their students.

Serving Gravlax is student Juan Jose 
Rodriguez from the Copiague UFSD.

“Shadowing” Sachem CSD graduate Nick Minieri’s 
beard was part of the Major League Barbers 
demonstration.

Joining Michael in a holiday song is Marshalls’ 
store manager Karin Roberts.

ICC students are recommended by their local school districts. 
Twenty-one programs are offered at the Oakdale site with 
training in work skills that prepare them for entry-level 
employment or mainstream placement in more advanced 
technical training. Embedded into all first-year programs is 
the NYSED-mandated Career and Financial Management 
curriculum, for which students can be awarded additional credit.

Students Learn from a Master Chef
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Cutting the ribbon at the atrium ceremony is Electrical student James Rivard from the Middle 
Country CSD and SkillsUSA president and Culinary Arts student Samantha Reilly from the 
Connetquot CSD.  With them are the Divisional Administrator and Director of Career, Technical 
and Adult Education Barbara Egloff and Dean Lucera, respectively.

Thanks to Lowe’s, a New Atrium

Learning About Aviation at an Early Age

Unusable space in the center of the Edward J. Milliken Technical 
Center (MTC) has been turned into a tranquil park, complete with 
water fountain, renewable energy from solar panels, and patio-style 
tables and chairs with colorful umbrellas. The umbrellas are red, of 
course, the color of the SkillsUSA jackets many of the students and 
staff wear at the Oakdale facility. It was the SkillsUSA advisors – 
teachers Nicholas DeBlanco and Robert Love – who applied for the 
$10,000 grant. 
As one of the schools chosen from across the country by the Lowe’s 
Home Improvement Corporation’s Education Grant division, MTC 
wasted no time in getting the atrium created. During the summer, 
students helped with the construction. “Actually, hundreds of students 
helped,” explained Mr. DeBlanco, from various career classes such 
as Trade Electric, Welding, and Heating, A/C & Refrigeration, as well 
as Early Childhood Education for plantings. The students received 
“lots of assistance” from the Lowe’s East Patchogue store. “In 
particular, Manager Joseph Lo Bocchiaro,” said Mr. Love.
Among those involved in applying for the Lowe’s grant and overseeing 
the construction with teachers Robert Love and Nicholas DeBlanco 
were Principal Tom McGrath, Assistant Principal Donna Singer, 
Career, Technical and Adult Education administrators Barbara Egloff 
and Dean Lucera, and Electricity teacher Neal Mahoney.

Most youngsters look up at the sky excitedly when they hear the sound of an airplane 
overhead. Children in the Early Childhood Education (ECE) Preschool at Brookhaven 
Technical Center (BTC) got to see them up close and personal recently when they visited 
with high school students attending Aviation/Professional Pilot courses at Suffolk Aviation 
Academy (SAA).
Escorted by their parents and ECE high school students, the youngsters couldn’t wait to 
get into the planes and helicopters on display.  The Eastern Suffolk BOCES high school 
students taking aviation courses led the children and their parents through hangars, 
airframe mechanic classrooms, and out on the airfield, much to the delight of all involved.
The juniors and seniors taking ECE are preparing for careers as teachers or child care 
providers.  They study child development and gain experience with toddlers registered in 
preschools located at BTC in Bellport, Milliken Technical Center (MTC)  in Oakdale, and 
H.B. Ward Career and Technical Center (WCTC) in Riverhead.

The children visited with Middle Country CSD junior and Airframe 
Technician student Umaima Uddin.
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